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Reading Journal editor dies suddenly
Dr. Helen V. Gill, editor of the Michigan Reading Journal, died Feb. 4 in Plano, Texas. She had
traveled from her home in Mount Pleasant, Michigan, to Plano to recuperate from an illness, but
she suffered a fatal seizure shortly after her arrival. She was 62.
Dr. Gill was an assistant professor in the Department of Teacher Education and Professional
Development of the College of Education and Human Services at Central Michigan University. She
had taught at every level, including kindergarten
and first grade in Gallup, New Mexico, public
schools and in a Navajo Reservation school in
Arizona; at the high school level in Tempe, Arizona; and at the college level at Arizona State
University, where she was a graduate assistant,
at Texas A&M University, where she was an assistant professor, and at CMU.
She graduated cum laude from Westminster
College in Salt Lake City, Utah, with a bachelor's
degree in elementary education. She earned her
M.A. and Ph.D. in elementary education with
cognates in reading and educational administra. .
tion at Arizona State.
Dr. Gill wrote for several publications, includ•
ing the Michigan Reading Journal. She assumed
the editorship of the Journal in 1998. She also
conducted several research projects and gave
dozens of presentations, mainly on reading, for
local, state, regional, and national conferences,
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workshops, and seminars and was a member of
several professional organizations, including the
Michigan Reading Association.
She was buried Feb. 9 near her birthplace in
Morrisdale, Pennsylvania.
The Michigan Reading Association board of
directors, committee chairs, members, and staff
extend their condolences to her husband, Dr.
David Gill; daughters Silvia Renee Johnson and
Lynne Yvonne Chinn; and sons John Alexander
Gill and Jerome Frederick Gill for their loss and
ours.

Writing for Publication
Dr. Gill completed this editorial shortly before her death.

riting for publication can be
personally and professionally
rewarding. Never easy to teach or
to learn, writing is a habit of mind
that is often labor-intensive. For example, the
prolific writer and economist John Kenneth
Galbraith has said about his own writing, "There
are days when the result is so bad that no fewer
than five revisions are required. In contrast, when
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I'm greatly inspired, only four revisions are
needed" (interview, CNBC, May 1996).
Based upon constructivism, in which learning
is viewed as the learner's process of constructing knowledge and personal meaning from new
experiences, writing for publication has direct
implications for teaching and learning in the
classroom and in professional development. Taking responsibility for one's own learning,
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building shared understandings, and using writing as a way to share these understandings is one
way to grow professionally.
According to Anthony and Ula Manzo, who
write content area reading texts, writing serves
at least three practical purposes. First, it "requires
considerable reconstruction of text and thereby
increases sensitivity to the text's content, logic,
and organization." Second, "each effort to write
... constitutes a plunge into the unknown and
therefore is an exercise in using language and
thought to discover and organize" several ideas
and meanings. Third, "writing is a powerful form
ofreflection and self-satisfaction." For example,
Donald Murray, a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and teacher of writing, puts it this way,
"The writer may write to inform, to explain, to
entertain, to persuade, but whatever the purpose
there should be, first of all, the satisfaction of
the writer's own learning, the joy, and surprise
of finding what you have to say." Hence, writing
gives the writer power in school and beyond, in
the world of work, politics, and everyday affairs
because when a writer commits ideas and knowledge to writing, the writer is more thoughtful,
organized, and precise than when speaking. As
editor of the Michigan Reading Journal, I urge
the literacy providers of this great state and nation to become personally and professional
empowered by writing for publication.

The Current Issue
The current issue of the Journal contains two
news releases from the International Reading
Association, our parent organization. These releases announce children's rights to excellent
reading insruction and a celebration of "Read
Across America." Six articles follow that section.
In the first article, Brenda Epkey, Karen
Gostomski, Jennifer Smith, and Peggy Gaskill
assert that students need a balanced literacy approach, and they give a framework for achieving
this approach. Next, Liz Storey gives suggestions for observing March is Reading Month. In
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the third article, Nancy L. Douglas and Carol
Dobos describe a critical reading strategy that
they use to lead students to discover that content
area text can be persuasive as well as informative. In the fourth piece, Marilyn Reed tells the
intimate story of one child's success as a reader.
Marilyn has promised a follow up article in which
she will give more specific suggestions as to how
she accomplished the task. Next N. Suzanne
Standerford tells about her experience in a
learning club. Then B. Joyce Wiencek offers fascinating insights into the value of nursery rhymes
in teaching young children to read. Finally, as a
special feature, Vera Milz has reviewed several
of the books written by authors who will be featured at MRA Conference 2000: The Next
Chapter.

The Cover
The cover of the Winter 2000 issue comes
from The Infant Reader or Easy Lessons in Reading for Little Boys and Girls, which was
published by the Presbyterian Board of Education in Philadelphia in 18 5 3. This book also
contains some delightful winter poetry from the
period that Nila Banton Smith calls Education
for Intelligent Citizenship (1841-1890). The success of the new democracy depended on good
citizens making intelligent choices of leaders and
policies. Therefore, classroom materials of the
day included this emphasis. Other sources that
may enlighten the reader are: (1) McGuffey's
Eclectic Reader, (2) The First Standard Reader,
and (3) The American Spelling Book. Additional
readers, spellers, language arts, and content area
texts may be explored at the Clarke Historical
Library at Central Michigan University in Mt.
Pleasant, Michigan.

Sincerely,

Helen Gill
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